Maundy (Holy) Thursday
9 April 2020
6:30 PM

SILENT PRAYER
OPENING HYMN
607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee

Text and tune: Public domain

Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
I will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P

During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the
devil—all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our intention to receive the
Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for our salvation, it is
proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This
holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sin and
who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness.
But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from which we are
incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He
became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself
our sin and the punishment we deserve.
So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for
you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give
you My body to eat.”
In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I
have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to
obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness
and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.”
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise of Christ,
dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life.
We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our offenses and
raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and,
according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. As our Lord on this night exemplified this
love by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by our words and actions serve one another in love. For we are all one
bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the
one cup is filled with the wine of many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, being
many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth.
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May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in
us.
Amen.
Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the sake of His Son, Jesus
Christ, to grant us forgiveness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.
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Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s?
Yes.
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Let it be done for you as you believe.
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In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T
peace.
Amen.

Collect of the Day
P Let us pray.
O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we may so
receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be
manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Old Testament Lesson
Exodus 24:3–11
3Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees. And all the people
answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4And Moses wrote
down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain,
and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the people of Israel,
who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And Moses took half of the
blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the
Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do,
and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the
blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”
9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10and they saw
the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven
for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and
ate and drank.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 111:4–5

He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*
the LORD is gracious and | merciful.
He provides food for those who | fear him;*
he remembers his covenant for- | ever.

Epistle
1 Corinthians 11:23–32
23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the
bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks
judgment on himself. 30That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we judged
ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that
we may not be condemned along with the world.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Tract

Psalm 111:4–5; John 6:55–56

He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*
the LORD is gracious and | merciful.
He provides food for those who | fear him;*
he remembers his covenant for- | ever.
My flesh is true food, and my blood is | true drink.*
Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and | I in him.

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

John 13:1–15, 34–35

1Now

before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this
world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2During
supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him,
3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and
was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it
around his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do
you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward
you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not
wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my
hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his
feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to
them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for
so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. . . .
34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are
to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

THE APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sit

SERMON HYMN

617 O Lord, We Praise Thee

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005859

SERMON John 13
Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
Heavenly Father, on this holy night, we remember the Passover of Your ancient people, fulfilled in Your
Son’s gift of the New Testament in His blood. Be gracious to us and bless us. Remember not our sins and
transgressions, for they have all been blotted out by the blood of Christ Jesus, our Passover Lamb. Forgive us,
and create in us new and contrite hearts.
P

Gracious Father, give wisdom, understanding and boldness to all preachers of the Word during these holy
days, that their preaching would edify Your children and move them to faithfully meditate upon the Passion of
Your Son, through which they have eternal salvation.

P

Merciful Father, strengthen all of our sister churches throughout the world who celebrate the mystery of Your
Son’s Passover. Where there is strife, bring forgiveness; where there is suffering, bring help; and where there
is persecution, bring freedom and joy.

P

Almighty Father, guard and defend the president of the United States, along with all whom You have placed
in authority over us. Renew in our land a reverence for life, respect for family and good regard for our
neighbors.

P

Compassionate Father, remember all who suffer in body or soul. Most especially do we implore Your blessing
on _____________ , all medical personnel, and those whom we name in our hearts. [Pause] Comfort them in
their trials, and enliven their faith in Christ.
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Holy Father, at Your Son’s invitation, we come to His table this night. Help us to discern in the bread His true
body and in the cup His true blood. Give us, by Your holy law, a right judgment of ourselves, that lamenting
our sins we would receive pardon and absolution in this most Holy Sacrament.
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Heavenly Father, as Your Son took on the form of a slave and washed the feet of His disciples, so make us
ready to serve our neighbors ahead of ourselves. Teach us to love each other and bear one another’s burdens,
and conform us to the image of Jesus.
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Gracious Father, Your Son’s forehead was marked by bloody sweat as He contemplated what fulfilling Your
will to save us involved. Nevertheless, He drank the cup of Your wrath and punishment down to its dregs,
thus fulfilling Your will to save us with His holy and precious blood. In Him is salvation, life and resurrection
from the dead. Grant this unto us all, O Father; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

THE LORD’S PRAYER (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This
do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
THE PAX DOMINI

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

CLOSING COLLECT

P: Let us pray: Merciful and everlasting Father, who did not spare Your only-begotten Son but
delivered Him up for us that He might bear our sins on the cross, grant that our hearts may be so
fixed with steadfast faith in our Savior that we may not fear the power of any adversaries; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.
THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

Psalm 22
(The depth of Christ’s servanthood is demonstrated as the altar is reverently stripped in preparation for the
Church’s observance of Jesus’ death on Good Friday. Today begins the journey through the three days of
Christ’s Passover from death to life and from captivity to freedom. It is customary for the pastors to strip the
altar, with assistance from the altar guild.)
SILENT PRAYER

Maundy (Holy) Thursday
Maundy Thursday, occurring on the eve of our Lord’s crucifixion, begins the celebration of the holy three
days of Christ’s Passover, commonly known as the Triduum. The service on this day culminates the Lenten
period of preparation for Christ’s Passion and Resurrection and leads into His sacrifice on our behalf. As
such, the service, like that for Good Friday, exhibits a mood of restrained joy.
The name “Maundy Thursday” comes from the Latin word “mandatum” which means “command.” It is a reference
to the “new commandment” of love that Jesus gave to His disciples on the night He was betrayed ...
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you
understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for
that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. ... A new command I give you: Love one another. As I
have loved you, so you must love one another." John 13:12-17, 34

