The Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord
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Hymn of Invocation: 491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels
Order of Worship: p. 184
Introit Psalm 47:1; antiphon: Acts 1:11a, ¢

Ye men of | Galilee,*
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? Alle- | luia.
In like manner as ye have seen Him go into | heaven,
He shall so come, alleluia, alleluia, alle- | luia.
O clap your hands, all ye | people!*
Shout unto God with the voice of | triumph!
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Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
Ye men of | Galilee,*
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? Alle- | luia.
In like manner as ye have seen Him go into | heaven,
He shall so come, alleluia, alleluia, alle- | luia.

Kyrie - Salutation p. 186 ff

Collect of the Day

P) Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God: that like as we do believe Thine only-begotten Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, to have ascended into the heavens, so may we also in heart and mind thither
ascend and with Him continually dwell; who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson Il Kings 2:8-15
In those days: Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, and struck the Jordan; and it was divided this
way and that, so that the two of them crossed over on dry ground. And so it was, when they had
crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask! What may I do for you, before | am taken away from
you?” Elisha said, “Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.” So he said, “You have
asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when | am taken from you, it shall be so for you;
but if not, it shall not be so.” Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a
chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he cried out, “My father, my father, the chariot of
Israel and its horsemen!” So he saw him no more. And he took hold of his own clothes and tore
them into two pieces. He also took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back
and stood by the bank of the Jordan. Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him,
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and struck the water, and said, “Where is the LORD God of Elijah?”” And when he also had struck
the water, it was divided this way and that; and Elisha crossed over. Now when the sons of the
prophets who were from Jericho saw him, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they
came to meet him, and bowed to the ground before him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson Acts 1:1-11
The former account | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the
day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the
apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by
many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining
to the kingdom of God. And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard
from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.” Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord,
will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know
times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Now when He had spoken these things, while they
watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who
also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven
Holy Gospel Mark 16:14-20
®h The continuation of the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and
hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. And
He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes
and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will
follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;
they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He



was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs.

®n The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
Sit
Hymn of the Day: TLH 223 We Thank Thee, Jesus, Dearest Friend
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1 We thank Thee, dJde - sus, dear - est Friend, That Thou didst
2 As - cend - ed to His  throne on high, Hid from our
3 The man who trusts in Him is blest And finds in
4 We there - fore heart - 1 - ly re - joice And sing His
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in - to heavn as-cend. O bless -ed Sav - ior, bid us live
sight, yet al - ways nigh, He rules and reigns at God’s right hand
Him e - ter - nal rest; This world’s al - lure-ments we de - spise
praise with cheer -ful voice; He cap - tive led cap - tiv - 1 - ty,
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And strength to soul and bod - y give. Hal - le - lu - jah!
And has all powr at His com-mand. Hal - le - lu - jah!
And fix on Christ a - lone our eyes. Hal - le - lu- jah!
From Dbit - ter death He set us freee Hal - le - lu- jah!

5  Thro' Him we heirs of heav'n are made;
O Brother, Christ, extend Thine aid
That we may firmly trust in Thee
And thro' Thee live eternally.
Hallelujah! A-men.

Text: tr. Matthias Loy, 1880, alt.; author unknown, 1607, cento
Tune: Nikolaus Herman, 1560

Sermon

Voluntary: "Wir Danken Dir, Herr Jesu Christ” - Dietrich Buxtehude
Offertory p. 192 ff

Prayer of the Church Amen.



Proper Preface

P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His
resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that
He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

Sanctus - Agnus Dei p. 195 ff

Distribution Hymn:
495 Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious /
492 On Christ’s Ascension | Now Build

Stand
Nunc Dimittis - Benediction p. 199 ff
Hymn to Depart: 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing

Looking Forward to this Sunday (Exaudi)
Lessons: Ezekiel 36:23-28; | Peter 4:7-11; John 15:26—16:4
Hymns: 493-459-539-490-This Is the Feast 1/724/618/619/458/486-498

Looking Forward to next Wednesday
Lessons: Hebrews 2:9—3:1; John 15:7-11
Hymns: 487-TLH 207-539-461-497

Wednesday services resume next week: June 4t
Welcome saints of St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church, Union Grove

Preacher: Rev. David P. Ramirez (St. Paul, Union Grove)
Celebrant: Rev. Joshua P. H. Conradt

Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated hymn texts and tunes
are in the public domain. Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas
Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia
Publishing House.



We Welcome Our Guests Today!

We're glad you've joined us in worship today. Please fill out a Visitor Card (located in the pew rack) and hand
it to an usher or place it in the offering plate. We also ask that you read “Our Practice Concerning Holy
Communion” printed below. Please visit our Welcome Center in the narthex and worship with us again soon.

Our Practice Concerning Holy Communion

In keeping with the tradition of the early Church and the Lutheran Confessions, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper
every Lord’s Day. Because Holy Communion is an expression of complete unity of faith and doctrine, only
members of St. Peter or a sister Missouri Synod congregation may commune. This is not a judgment of the
faith of others, but rather an indication of our obedience to the Lord’s command that those who kneel together
at His altar be in complete unity regarding what they believe and teach. Your respect for our practice
concerning the Lord’s Supper is appreciated. Please talk to Pastor if you have any questions.

If communing with individual cup, please hold your empty cup until Pastor has passed you with the chalice.
And please remember to fill out a Communion card.

The Gathering of the Offerings

God finances His church. The gathering of the offerings is, therefore, not merely collecting money. It is a holy
privilege for those who believe in Jesus Christ. This is our opportunity to gratefully respond to God’s love and
grace by returning a portion of the gifts He has given us. As God’s children, we consider it a special honor to
build and extend His kingdom through our offerings. St. Paul writes, “God loves a cheerful giver”
(Il Cor. 9:7b NKJV). Our visitors and guests are in no way compelled to contribute to this offering.
We ask nothing of our guests except that they return here often to hear more about God’s great
love in Jesus Christ, our Lord. If anyone wishes to give electronically, you may scan this QR
code to set up an account.

Small Children
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 19:14). Jesus wants your little ones present with Him during our worship service. And so do we.

When you're little, it's hard to sit without fidgeting or making some noise. And of course babies join us with
their songs, too! We consider their small voices to be a part of our sacred music as they learn with us what it
is to be a Christian. We encourage their presence throughout the entire service.

If you feel that your children are being too disruptive, please feel free to take them to the nursery that is
located on the other side of the Conference Room. A closed-circuit television will bring the service to you. An
usher will be happy to direct you.

“Repetitio est mater studiorum: Repetition is the mother of all learning.” The more they’re here, the easier it
will get.

Church
Church Office: 262-534-3639
secretary@stpeterswaterford.com
Rev. Joshua P. H. Conradt, Pastor

pastorconradt@stpeterswaterford.com

Rainbow Preschool
Preschool Office 262-534-6066
Mr. Melvin Beversdorf, Director
director@stpeterswaterford.com

Visit us at www.stpeterswaterford.com or on Facebook



