Sermon Notes for Peace, Waterford, 10/19/25

Intro – In the Gospel reading this morning, a Pharisee and lawyer tested Jesus with a question – What is the greatest commandment? 
· Jesus answered it like this… Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind and love your neighbor as yourself.
· Moses, the first great teacher of the faith, says the same thing Jesus does about this question in our OT reading this morning but with a little twist – “stranger” instead of neighbor (elsewhere he says neighbor)
· Moses answer has become the basis for a meme that today’s Pharisees are using to test you with, by twisting God’s word…
· The meme says that Christians are hypocrites because of this verse. We should be supporting illegal immigrants because Moses told us to do so.

Don’t fall for this Trap
· The Bible is being mishandled in order to trap you. You are supposed to respond with, Gee, since the Bible says we are to welcome the foreigner, I guess illegal immigration is Biblical. But there are numerous examples to the contrary in Scripture…
· God established very clear boundaries for the promised land.
Joshua 15:1–4 [1] The allotment for the tribe of the people of Judah according to their clans reached southward to the boundary of Edom, to the wilderness of Zin at the farthest south. [2] And their south boundary ran from the end of the Salt Sea, from the bay that faces southward. [3] It goes out southward of the ascent of Akrabbim, passes along to Zin, and goes up south of Kadesh-barnea, along by Hezron, up to Addar, turns about to Karka, [4] passes along to Azmon, goes out by the Brook of Egypt, and comes to its end at the sea. This shall be your south boundary.
· God also told the Israelites to annihilate the foreigners in His land.
Deuteronomy 7:1–2 [1] “When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier than you, [2] and when the LORD your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them.
· Should we be kind to people without a homeland, that is strangers and sojourners – sure, and one of the best things we can do is help them get back to their homeland. 
· The Israelites were called sojourners when they were on the way to their homeland – they were exiles until they got home.
· A sojourner or foreigner in the OT is not an illegal alien, seeking to live off someone else…

What does this have to do with Luther Classical College?
· The college is returning to the classical curriculum of Martin Luther and C.F.W. Walther that taught civics, history and logic, as well as taking a much deeper dive into God’s Word than Christian colleges are requiring today. I shared more on that during the Bible class hour…
Transition – getting back to the meme example…

Jesus has a Meme of His Own in our Gospel Reading, or at least a Riddle:
· He responds to the testing Pharisee with a test of his own – read vv. 41-46
41) While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying, 42) “What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?” They said to Him, “The Son of David.” 43) He said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying: 44) ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool”’? 45) If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?” 46) And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare question Him anymore.
· The point of the riddle is to challenge the Pharisees and us, about who the Messiah is.
· They thought he was another one of them who would rise up as a militant and drive out the intruding, heathen Romans. (Notice the “border talk…”)
· Many people today think of Jesus as a moral life coach and miss the whole point of his coming into the world – just a few chapters before this he tells his disciples he must go to Jerusalem and die and rise again…
· …and Peter tries to stand in his way…

This Riddle of Jesus does the preaching job for Me Today – It gives you Jesus. That is the Preacher’s job.
· I preach all around the country and a couple pulpits I stepped into had a little note in them – Sir, we would see Jesus…
· The pharisees were stumped by Jesus riddle because they did not understand that they needed a spiritual Messiah.
· The OT is chock full of predictions of David’s son being the Lord and spiritual savior: Isaiah 53:5-6: "But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.”
· The pharisees thought highly of themselves – they believed they perfectly upheld the law, so they thought. They criticized Jesus because his disciples gleaned on the sabbath. They could not see Jesus as the spiritual savior messiah, David’s son and David’s Lord, because they did not need a savior from sin.
· Once Jesus challenged them with Psalm 110, where David calls the messiah, his descendant, “Lord,” they are silenced.
· How about us? Do we see Jesus as David’s son and David’s Lord? 
· We are probably good with this, but if we dig a little deeper, do we see the need for someone to forgive us of our sin?
· Everyone of us like a pharisee, we stubbornly believe we are right all the time and particularly when we sin against someone, we find it hard to say “I’m sorry” and ask for forgiveness. 
· Do not give into the pagan view of Jesus and fall into the trap of seeing Jesus, at best, as a moral teacher and seeing yourself above confession.
· He is David’s son and David’s Lord. 
· We need to fear, love and trust in him above all other things.
· He is the Lord and amazingly, he went to Jerusalem to die, to die for you to pay for your sins.
· He is the most unique Lord ever. He gives himself to you, he gives himself to you this morning in this meal.
· Live in the forgiveness he gives you and use it to love your neighbor as yourself.
