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Hymn: 332 Savior of the Nations, Come

Order of Worship: Vespers LSB p. 229

Psalm Psalm 50:1-14 antiphon: v. 15 (KJV) (insert)

Sit

Office Hymn: 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

First Lesson Malachi 3:1-5; 4:1-6a
Thus says the LORD God: “Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me.
And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the
covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is coming,” says the LORD of hosts. “But who can
endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire
and like launderers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer to the LORD an offering in
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasant to the LORD, as in the
days of old, as in former years. And I will come near you for judgment; I will be a swift witness
against sorcerers, against adulterers, against perjurers, against those who exploit wage earners and
widows and orphans, and against those who turn away an alien—because they do not fear Me,”
says the LORD of hosts. “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud,
yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,” says
the LORD of hosts, “that will leave them neither root nor branch. But to you who fear My name
the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat
like stall-fed calves. You shall trample the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of your
feet on the day that I do this,” says the LORD of hosts. “Remember the Law of Moses, My servant,
which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. Behold, I will
send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And he
will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers,”
says the LORD Almighty.

Response
O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson Matthew 11:11-15
At that time Jesus said to His disciples and the multitude of the Jews: “Assuredly, I say to you,
among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And from the days of John the Baptist until now
the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and
the law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. He
who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Response

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.



Responsory (Advent) p. 230

Sermon

Stand

Canticle p. 231

Kyrie p. 233

Lord’s Prayer LSB 957 (insert)

Collects p. 233 ff

Hymn to Depart: 882 O Christ, Who Art the Light and Day

Looking Forward to Sunday (Gaudete: Advent lll)
Lessons: Isaiah 40:1-8, | Corinthians 4:1-5, Matthew 11:2-10
Hymns: 406-345-354/347/352/344/620/356-357:5-6

Looking Forward to Advent Midweek Vespers |l
Lessons: Isaiah 7:10-15, Luke 1:26-57
Hymns: 331-356-357:2

Remaining Advent Midweek Vespers Service Wednesday:
December 17 at 6:30pm

Christmas Eve Divine Service: 5:00 & 7:00 pm
Christmas Day Divine Service: 9:30 am

No service Wednesday December 31

Epiphany Divine Service Tuesday January 6™ at 6:30 pm

Acknowledgments

Vespers from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated hymn texts and tunes are in the public
domain. Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used
by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.



We Welcome Our Guests Today!

We're glad you've joined us in worship today. Please fill out a Visitor Card (located in the pew rack) and hand
it to an usher or place it in the offering plate. We also ask that you read “Our Practice Concerning Holy
Communion” printed below. Please visit our Welcome Center in the narthex and worship with us again soon.

Our Practice Concerning Holy Communion

In keeping with the tradition of the early Church and the Lutheran Confessions, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper
every Lord’s Day. Because Holy Communion is an expression of complete unity of faith and doctrine, only
active and repentant members of St. Peter’s or a sister Missouri Synod congregation may commune. This is
not a judgment of the faith of others, but rather an indication of our obedience to the Lord’s command that
those who kneel together at His altar be in complete unity regarding what they believe and teach (please read
I Cor. 1:10; 10:16-17; 11:17-32). Your respect for our practice concerning the Lord’s Supper is appreciated.
Please talk to Pastor if you have any questions.

If communing with individual cup, please hold your empty cup until Pastor has passed you with the chalice.
And please remember to fill out a Communion card.

The Gathering of the Offerings

God finances His church. The gathering of the offerings is, therefore, not merely collecting money. It is a holy
privilege for those who believe in Jesus Christ. This is our opportunity to gratefully respond to God’s love and
grace by returning a portion of the gifts He has given us. As God'’s children, we consider it a special honor to
build and extend His kingdom through our offerings. St. Paul writes, “God loves a cheerful giver”
(I Cor. 9:7b NKJV). Our visitors and guests are in no way compelled to contribute to this offering.
We ask nothing of our guests except that they return here often to hear more about God’s great
love in Jesus Christ, our Lord. If anyone wishes to give electronically, you may scan this QR
code to set up an account.

Small Children
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 19:14). Jesus wants your little ones present with Him during our worship service. And so do we.

When you're little, it's hard to sit without fidgeting or making some noise. And of course babies join us with
their songs, too! We consider their small voices to be a part of our sacred music as they learn with us what it
is to be a Christian. We encourage their presence throughout the entire service.

If you feel that your children are being too disruptive, please feel free to take them to the nursery that is
located on the other side of the Conference Room. A closed-circuit television will bring the service to you. An
usher will be happy to direct you.

“Repetitio est mater studiorum: Repetition is the mother of all learning.” The more they’re here, the easier it
will get.

Church
Church Office: 262-534-3639
secretary@stpeterswaterford.com
Rev. Joshua P. H. Conradt, Pastor

pastorconradt@stpeterswaterford.com

Rainbow Preschool
Preschool Office 262-534-6066
Mr. Melvin Beversdorf, Director
director@stpeterswaterford.com

Visit us at www.stpeterswaterford.com or on Facebook



